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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)E3 Responsive to communicationfe) filed on 21 January 2006 . 
2a)K This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-21 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) . is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

1 2) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the applicants' amendment received on 
August 7, 2006. 

2. Claims 1-21 are presented for examination. 

3. The applicant(s) have amended claim 1 in the amendment received on August 7, 
2006. 

4. Applicants' arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been fully considered but 
they are not deemed to be persuasive. 

Remarks 

5. In regards to the matter of "compact disc submissions", the applicant is 
advised that there are two copies of the Specification on file. The filing date for the two 
Specifications are December 2, 2003. The Specification that comprises the "computer 
program listing" begins with page 531 and ends with page 1067. If this Specification 
has been submitted in error, then the Examiner requests that the applicant(s) take the 
necessary steps to have this "computer program listing" removed from the file and/or 
official notify the Patent Office that this "computer program listing" should not company 
this instant application to printing upon "potential" allowance of the application. 
However, if this Specification is a "computer program listing" and it is the intent of the 
applicant(s) to be printed then the applicant(s) must submit the required "compact disc 
submission" as stated in the first Office Action dated June 13, 2006. 



Application/Control Number: 10/727,161 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2167 

6. a. The applicants' arguments are as follows: 

"...each QA device has secret keys used for signature generation and verification. These purposes rely on 
the keys remaining secret. Thus, each key is given a Keyld which can be read by another entity to determine the 
identity or label of the key without revealing the key itself..." 

a1 . In response to applicant(s) argument that the reference fails to show certain 
features of applicant(s) invention. It is noted that the features upon which applicant 
relies (i.e., key is given a Keyld which can be read by another entity to determine the 
identity) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in 
light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. 
See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 
b. The applicants' arguments are as follows: 

"...Meisel merely discloses a login application in which an advertiser's or administrator's user name and 
password are requested for authentication by an account management server, in response to which the user name 
and password are given and communicated the server..." 

"...in Meisel the "secret information" itself, e.g., a password, is revealed to the requesting server during the 
authentication procedure..." 

b1 . The Examiner respectfully disagrees with the applicants' arguments. According 
to the method of Meisel, a server invokes a login application via a login page. The 
advertiser or administrator provides the user name and password. These items of 
information (user "name" and user "password") provide a security for the purpose of 
authenticating. The authentication is a process by which the system validates a user's 
logon information. A user's name and password are compared against an authorized 
list, if the system detects a match, access is granted to the extent specified in the 
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permission list for the user. The password is a security measure used to restrict access 
to the system and to potential sensitive files. A password is a unique id and/or 
identification code. The system enables a user access to whatever security level has 
been approved for the owner of the password. Lastly, the secret information is not 
revealed to the requesting server. The user name and password are kept confidential. 
The system of Meisel provides audit trail information that may be viewed by the account 
owner and other authorized administrators. The audit trail information that may be 
viewed consists of entries in the database that corresponds to a specific event. This 
information is entirely different than the authorized user's name and password. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Meisel 
et al. (Pat. No. 7,035,812 B2 filed February 1, 2002, hereinafter Meisel). 

9. Regarding Claim 1 , Meisel teaches a system and method for enabling multi- 
element bidding for influencing a position on a search result list generated by a 
computer network search engine. 



Application/Control Number: 10/727,161 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2167 

The method and associated system for a system and method for enabling multi- 
element bidding for influencing a position on a search result list generated by a 
computer network search engine as taught or suggested by Meisel includes: 

receiving at the first entity (col. 12, lines 30-65, element 1 1 0) a request for a 
second entity (col. 12, lines 30-65, element 120) for one or more of the values (figure 2, 
element 110 'SECURE LOGIN SCREEN - REQUEST USER NAME & PASSWORD') 
for one or more of the pieces of secret information (figure 5, element 302 'USER 
NAME', element 304 'PASSWORD', and elements 310-325) stored in the first entity 
(col. 13, lines 52-67, '...advertiser account record 300 in the database.'); and in 
response to the request, outputting the values to the second entity without outputting 
the one or more pieces of secret information (figure 2, element 180, '...viewing activity 
reports 180.', col. 13, lines 40-50). 

1 0. Regarding Claim 2, Meisel teaches the pieces of secret information has an 
associated index and the request includes one or more of the indexes to identity those 
pieces of secret information for which the values are requested (col. 13, lines 41-51). 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 3, Meisel teaches a request for the values all of the pieces of 
secret information and the response orders the values such that the second entity can 
determine which values are associated with which piece of secret information and can 
use the order to generate an index for the secret information (col. 13, lines 40-67, col. 
14, lines 39-64). 

12. Regarding Claim 4, Meisel teaches receiving a request from the second entity 
identifying a function (figure 5, element 302 'USER NAME', element 304 'PASSWORD', 
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and elements 310-325, col. 12, lines 30-65, col. 13, lines 40-67, col. 14, lines 39-64) 
and identifying the index of a piece of secret information to be used in performing the 
function and performing the function using the identified piece of secret information 
(figure 5, element 302 'USER NAME', element 304 'PASSWORD', and elements 310- 
325, col. 12, lines 30-65, col. 13, lines 40-67, col. 14, lines 39-64). 

1 3. Regarding Claim 5, the limitations of this claim have been presented in the 
limitations of claims 1 , 3, and 4 presented above. It is therefore rejected as set forth 
above. 

1 4. Regarding Claim 6, Meisel teaches secret information is stored in one or more 
physical locations of the first entity (figure 1, element 12), and wherein the values are 
not indicative of those physical locations (figure 1 , element 20). 

1 5. Regarding Claim 7, Meisel teaches the first entity is implemented in a first 
integrated circuit (figure 1 , element 20) and the second entity is implemented in a 
second integrated circuit (figure 1 , element 20). 

1 6. Regarding Claim 8, Meisel teaches a memory for storing the pieces of secret 
information and the values (figure 1). 

1 7. Regarding Claim 9, Meisel teaches the physical location of a piece of the secret 
information having particular attributes (figure 5, element 302 'USER NAME', element 
304 'PASSWORD'). 

1 8. Regarding Claim 1 0, Meisel teaches each of the pieces of secret information is a 
key for use with a corresponding authentication (figure 2, element 110 'SECURE LOGIN 
SCREEN - REQUEST USER NAME & PASSWORD'). 
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19. Regarding Claims 1 1 and 13, the limitations of this claim has been noted in the 
rejection of claim 10 above. It is therefore rejected as set forth above. 

20. Regarding Claim 1 2, Meisel teaches the attribute stored for at least one of the 
pieces of secret information is the length of that at least one of the pieces of secret 
information (figure 5, element 302 'USER NAME', element 304 'PASSWORD', and 
elements 310-325). 

21 . Regarding Claim 14, Meisel teaches the attribute value stored for at least one of 
the pieces of secret information is indicative of a permission associated with that at least 
one of the pieces of secret information (figure 5, element 302 'USER NAME', element 
304 'PASSWORD', and elements 310-325). 

22. Regarding Claims 1 5 and 21 , the limitations of this claim has been noted in the 
rejections of claims 9-14 presented above. It is therefore rejected as set forth above. 
24. Regarding Claims 16-20, Meisel teaches the means which essentially comprises 
the same means as a printer (col. 29, lines 27-41). 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

NAME OF CONTACT 

25. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheryl Lewis whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
41 1 3. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on (571) 272-7079. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 
273-8300. 

(571 ) 273-41 13 (Use this FAX #, only after approval by Examiner, for 
"INFORMAL" or "DRAFT" communication. Examiners may request that a formal 
paper/amendment be faxed directly to them on occasions.). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/ Technology Center (571) 272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




Patent Examiner 
October 13, 2006 



